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Ms. Cristina Tutaj (“To-tie”)  
Social Science-131 
Email: ctutaj@smuhsd.org  
Twitter: @cetutaj 
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What is this class about? 
 
This is class is about United States of 
America. The people that have lived here, the 
government that those people created and 
lived under, and the conflicts and culture that 
those people have made over the past three 
hundred or so years.  
 

Why is this class important? 
 
Why are you sitting here reading this? Why 
do you think the thoughts that you do? Why 
do you eat the foods that you do? Why are 
you wearing the clothes that you are? Other 
people, both living and dead, created ideas, 
governments, recipes, and fashion that you 
live with every day.  
 
I cannot promise that we will learn where 
every thought, part of government, piece of 
clothing, came from throughout all of US 
History, but I hope you will learn about a few 
very important ones. Learning where things 
came from and why they came to be gives us  

perspective, and helps us understand how 
and why we live our lives.  
 
What does EL stand for? What 
should I be able to know and 
do by the end of the year? 
 
This course is US History EL, which means 
that this class was created for students who 
are learning English as a non-native speaker. 
So then, not only will we learn about United 
States history, but I hope that you learn 
important English literacy as well as college 
and career skills.  
 

➢ Making claims and supporting them 
with appropriate proof, both in writing 
and in speech.  

➢ Be able to determine what 
information is valid and which 
information is not valid. 

➢ Working together, and independently 
to solve problems.   

➢ Learning ways to approach complex 
reading and writing with more ease.  
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How do I make up work? 
I take makeup work for full credit (no points 
off) for a week after the assignment was 
posted to Canvas. After that point, I will have 
already posted grades and left comments for 
other students.  
 
After that time, please meet with me during 
Flex Time or by appointment to discuss an 
alternate assignment that you can make up 
missing work with.  
 
 

What about homework?  
 
In my classes, homework is either reading 
and taking notes, reviewing, or finishing work 
that you did not complete in class.  
 
I find that my students finish their readings 
and notes more quickly when do they do so 
free from distractions (like social media, 
streaming TV shows, or even playing music 
with lyrics) in a quiet place.  

 
Where can I find where and 
when assignments are due? 
 
I use Canvas to post assignments and due 
dates, as well as a live agenda of what we do 
in class every day.  

 
 
How will you determine my grade? 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About Me 

I have wanted to be a teacher ever since my sophomore 
year history class in high school. When I raised my hand 
to answer yet another question about ancient Crete, Mr. 
Edgeworth, my teacher said “Do you want to teach 
today, Cristina?”- I got my teaching credential in 
secondary education seven years later. I grew up on 
Kaua’i, and was educated and raised there, and moved 
to the mainland (i.e. California) in 2007. I am still cold all 
the time. My husband is from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, so 
sometimes he thinks it’s not cold enough. We had a baby 
girl (also named Cristina) in 2017, she like sweater 
weather.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


